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State Begins Recovery Under New Budget 
The passage of a package of bills that closes a $41 billion deficit has now allowed 
California to weather a historic financial crisis.  I voted for this legislation solely to avert a 
calamity that would have halted hundreds of state projects, obliterated thousands of jobs, 
jeopardized Californians’ safety and choked off California’s path toward economic 
recovery.  We must move ahead, although I do so with a heavy heart. 
 

During the brutal process of finding agreement among two-thirds of lawmakers, Assembly 
Democrats sent a letter, signed by Speaker Karen Bass and 33 Assembly members, including 
me, to our Federal leadership – Senators Dianne Feinstein and Barbara Boxer, and to House 
Speaker Nancy Pelosi – relative to the stimulus package then being negotiated in Washington. 
 

The letter asked that $4.5 billion in bridge financing be included for projects that are in line right 
now to receive state bond funding that is unavailable until we do have a state budget.  Getting 
these projects going ASAP will put people back to work and create new jobs for Californians.  It 
is estimated that for every $1 billion spent, 18,000 jobs will be created and/or saved. 
 

Watch for future newsletters detailing the impact of the federal stimulus package and 
newly-passed state budget on California. 

 

Assembly Budget Cuts Will Assist in Handling 

Unemployment Claims Overload 
The #1 constituent call to my District Office right now is from people who have lost their 
jobs and who are frustrated by a swamped Employment Development Department that is 
receiving an average of two million calls per day during peak times. 
 

This is just one of the compelling reasons for quickly passing a state budget that addresses the 
deficit and staves off thousands of state worker layoffs. Earlier this year, Assembly Speaker 
Bass cut the Assembly operating budget by 10 percent, freeing up the funds for some of the 
state’s most critical programs, including the EDD. We must ensure the state can continue to 
provide this vital safety net to unemployed workers until they get back on their feet. 
 

The state’s record-high 9.3% unemployment rate continues to climb, and a “green” 
economic stimulus package is being introduced in the Assembly that should create more 
than 40,000 jobs in California.  Foreclosure relief and mortgage reform proposals are also 
being pursued. 

 



My 2009-10 Legislative Package Begins… 

… with groundbreaking legislation to reform school finance.  Also legislation to rid our 
streets, watersheds, and oceans from billions of tossed flimsy plastic bags, to finance 
new school construction, to help L.A. County raise funds for clean water projects, and to 
streamline teacher credentialing. 

 

AB 8 – School Finance 
Four decades of court-mandated and voter-influenced revisions have created an 
extremely complex, centralized system of school finance that no longer functions well 
and is in desperate need of an overhaul. AB 8 will begin that process. 
 

Last year, a massive Stanford University research project called “Getting Down To Facts” 
and the Governor’s Committee on Education Excellence concluded that any significant 
progress in K-12 education hinges on major school finance reform. 
 

Currently, it is nearly impossible to determine how much revenue each school district 
receives or how those funds are spent.  School districts that have similar student 
populations should receive similar funding, yet we know that’s not the case.  AB 8 will 
convene a working group to recommend an alternative, more transparent and 
accountable system for school finance that is better aligned to the educational needs of 
our students. 
 

Once that money is invested more effectively through a simpler, cleaner system, we will 
have the voters’ confidence to approve greater investments in education. 

 

AB 68 – Throwaway Plastic and Paper Bags 
Last year I was joint author of a bill to help rid California of the billions of throw-away plastic 
bags that litter our cities, blight our landscape, and find their way to the ocean where they 
maim and kill marine life that mistakes them as food.  That bill passed out of the Assembly, 
but was trapped in a last-minute flurry of bills sent to the Senate that never made it out. 
 

This year, I introduced a similar bill, sponsored by Heal the Bay and a number of 
environmental groups, which will discourage people from using these bags by charging a 
uniform statewide fee for both plastic and paper bags, effective in 2011. Revenue 
generated from this fee will be used to clean up trash and discourage the accumulation 
of litter that results from their use.   
 

Mark Gold, President of Heal the Bay, calls plastic bags “a scourge,” and says that “AB 
68 will dramatically reduce one of California’s greatest sources of plastic pollution to our 
rivers, beaches and coastal waters – 19 billion plastic bags annually in California.” 
 

Research clearly shows that consumers are unlikely to change their habits unless the fee 
is at least 25 cents a bag.  Ireland, for example, implemented such a program, 
increasing their fee to 33 cents a bag in 2007.  Since 2002, the Irish have reduced their 
consumption of plastic bags by over 90 percent. 
 

Most of you have already switched to sturdy reusable canvas bags.  It’s time we get 
more Californians up and down the state to do the same.  As we focus on cutting state 
spending, this is a simple way to save close to $25 million every year, which is the 
state’s estimated cost to collect the 19 billion plastic bags that become trash and send 
them to landfills. 



AB 139 – Funding Clean Water Projects 
I’ve introduced a bill that will allow the Los Angeles County Flood Control District to raise 
the revenue it needs to fund clean water projects.  It is the duty of the Flood Control 
District to conserve flood and storm waters for beneficial and useful purposes – 
especially critical in our current drought situation – and to protect local harbors, 

waterways, public highways, and 
property from urban water runoff 
and pollution.  Runoff containing 
trash, bacteria, metals, and other 
pollutants not only contaminates 
water quality, but negatively 
impacts the economy and vitality of 
all communities in Los Angeles 
County.   
 

Under current law, however, the 
County lacks the authority to raise 
property-related fees to fund such 
projects.  AB 139 will allow the 
District, after voter approval, to 
establish a stable revenue stream 
in the face of aging infrastructure 

and increasingly stringent clean water laws.  2005 legislation enabled the Ventura 
County Watershed Protection District to put similar questions before their voters.  The 
L.A. County Flood Control District is simply asking for the same authority. 

 
AB 220 – School construction bond 
State funds for new school construction run out at the end of this year, yet many 
children are taking long bus rides because there is no room for them at their 
neighborhood school.  California already anticipates an increase in student enrollment of 
more than 100,000 just over the next five years.  Now is the time to put unemployed 
construction workers back to work, to take advantage of cheaper building materials, and 
to ensure that our students have the clean, green, safe and sustainable schools they 
need and deserve to learn in a globally competitive world. 
 

In light of the just-passed Federal economic stimulus package, I introduced AB 220 to 
place a new school construction bond before the voters.  The amount and election date 
are still to be determined.  Facility needs, the Federal economic stimulus, and California’s 
ability to borrow additional funds without putting the state in jeopardy will all be factors 
in that determination. The bill immediately won praise from state Superintendent of 
Public Instruction, Jack O’Connell, who, I am very pleased to report, said in his State of 
Education address that he will sponsor the measure. 

 

AB 239 – Streamlining Teacher Credentialing 
AB 239 will streamline the teacher credentialing process in California by allowing 
teachers and counselors who have attained National Board Certification outside of 
California to qualify for a California credential for their specific field.  Teachers who have 
attained a National Board certificate to teach English learners would also qualify for the 
CLAD authorization in California.  In addition, AB 239 would remove the sunset date and 
allow district intern programs across the state to offer the education specialist 

 



credential.  These changes in law will streamline the credential process and expand 
access to teaching programs in California. 
  

In general, the bill will make the credentialing process much more straightforward for 
teachers coming from out of state to teach in California.  It will also increase access to 
special education credential programs by authorizing districts to offer those credentials 
through their district intern programs.   

 

2009-10 Committee Assignments Announced 
I’m very honored to be the new Chair of the Assembly Education Committee, where 
all legislation related to school policy will be reviewed.  And I will continue as a member 
of the Budget Committee on fiscal policy. 
 

Having been reappointed to the Budget Subcommittee #2 on Education Finance, I 
will have my hands on line item review of specific budget items.   And last week, 
Speaker Karen Bass asked me also to be a member of the Budget Subcommittee #1 
on Health and Human Services. 
 

Given how resource rich the 41st AD is, I am pleased to continue on the Natural 
Resources Committee, which reviews legislation related to water and air quality, 
energy research and development, state lands, recycling, oil spills, wild and scenic 
rivers, agricultural land, and open space conservation. 
 

And for the first time, I have been appointed to the influential Committee on the 
Judiciary, which has jurisdiction over family law, product liability, and the state 
Evidence Code, among many other areas of the civil law. 
 

I’m very excited about the opportunities to help shape important legislation over the 
next two years that my membership on these committees will provide. 
 

 

Santa Monica College 

Comes to the Capitol 
Also traveling to Sacramento this month from 
the district was a delegation from Santa Monica 
College.  President Dr. Chui Tsang; Louise Jaffe, 
President of the Board of Trustees; and their 
lobbyist, Dale Shimasaki came in to brief me on 
the specific impacts the proposed budget cuts 
would have on Santa Monica College students 
and facilities.  We also discussed legislation that 
would give California’s community colleges a 
permanent property tax backfill, as is currently 
done with K-12. 
 

 

 

 

Santa Monica College Board President Louise Jaffe and 
Student Trustee Cameron Henton with Assemblywoman 
Julia Brownley on the Floor of the State Assembly.   
                                                          Photo:  Russell Stiger 



Franklin Elementary Training Future Legislators? 
On January 23, I had the opportunity to visit with 32 
students in Mr. Cannell’s 4th grade class at Franklin 
Elementary School in Santa Monica.  They had spent 
several weeks studying the legislative process.  They 
broke into groups by subject matter: environment, 
safety, animal rights and health.  They researched bill 
ideas, wrote bills, and then spent time lobbying their 
classmates on which bills should be presented to me.   
 

On the morning of my visit, before an audience of 
parents, and with a great deal of poise, confidence and 
microphone in hand, they presented their bill package 
to me. 
 

• Environmental ideas included increasing the use of solar energy in California, 
reducing vehicle pollution, and stopping the use of plastic bags (my bill AB 68).   

• In the Safety category, they wanted seat belts on school buses, and no cell phone 
use while driving.   

• For Health, they had ideas related to second-hand smoke, mandatory health 
insurance, and toxins in products.   

• And in the Animal Rights category, they 
addressed the wearing of fur products, 
unwanted pets, the need for more animal 
shelters, and prohibiting the carrying of 
animals on motorcycles. 

 

All in all, very impressive for fourth graders. 
 

Following my school visit, Zoe Parcells, one of these 
students, came up to my Capitol office with her 
grandmother.  It was a wonderful break in my day to 
have the chance to talk with Zoe, who, along with her 
classmates, clearly has a very bright future ahead. 
 
 

Need Cash for College? 

Deadline is March 2! 
2.0 GPA + 2 FORMS + 1 DEADLINE = FREE CASH FOR COLLEGE! 
 
California’s economy depends on its ability to compete on a global 
level.  That means investing in an educated workforce. Yet, some of 
our brightest young people don’t see a college education in their 
future only because they lack funds for tuition and expenses. 
 

That’s why I teamed up with the Los Angeles Unified School District last 
month to send out recorded phone messages to 48,214 high school 
seniors notifying them of this opportunity to get free cash for college.  I 
also had my District Office contact all the other school districts in the 
41st AD to offer assistance in getting the word out to their seniors on 
this important state grant program that is still funded.   

 

 

 



 

Cal Grants are one of the smartest ways to get cash for college.  It’s money you don’t 
have to pay back.  And it’s guaranteed.   
 

If you know a high school senior, recent graduate, or community college transfer student 
who meets the simple academic, financial and eligibility requirements, he or she just 
needs to submit two forms by March 2.  All the information is available online at 
www.calgrants.org.   

 

Critical Decision Made on Santa Susana  

Field Lab Contamination Cleanup  
On Monday, January 12, Linda Adams, Secretary of California’s Environmental Protection 
Agency, announced that her agency was going to formally oppose listing by the Federal 
Government of the Santa Susana Field Laboratory (SSFL), formerly a Rocketdyne engine 
test site for decades.  Under most circumstances, such a decision would be bad news, 
given how highly contaminated, both chemically and radioactively, this site is.  But in 
this case, it’s very good news. 
 
As regular readers of this newsletter may remember, in the fall of 2007, California 
passed Senate Bill 990, authored by then-Senator Sheila Kuehl and which I proudly co-
authored.  It sets forth the highest possible cleanup standard for the site and is now 
state law, albeit over the heated opposition of current owner, The Boeing Corporation. 
 
The next point of resistance to getting the SSFL cleanup done to SB 990 standards, 
however, was the Federal government.  The USEPA would take control of the site if it 
were placed on the Superfund list.  The problem was that, under the prior 
Administration, they would not commit to following SB 990, and all indications were that 
much of the contamination would be left on site.  It was suspicious in itself that Boeing, 
the party legally and financially responsible for cleaning up their property, was virtually 
begging to have it listed under Superfund. 
 
Endless thanks to Secretary Adams for taking on this cleanup as a personal priority, for 
standing up to the political might of Boeing, and for fighting to protect the health and 
safety of the area residents.  We still have issues with the Federal government and its 
obligation to clean up the NASA and Department of Energy areas at the Field Lab to 
SB990 levels under the new state law.  However, we have new hope that they may 
finally accept the SB 990 standards, given the new and more environmentally-conscious 
Administrator at USEPA, and the invaluable help of our strong ally in Washington, D.C., 
Congressman Henry Waxman. 

 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

In Memoriam 
 

I want to take this opportunity to note the passing of three individuals in particular over 
the past several months whose legacies include years of commitment and service to their 
communities, and to the long-term benefit of the 41st AD. 
 
Jean Harris 
On November 25, 2008, the Oxnard community lost Jean Harris, age 86.  Formerly a 
trustee of the Oxnard Elementary School Board and involved in many local projects, 
Jean will likely be most remembered for her unflagging determination that the historic 
Ormond Beach wetlands be restored and permanently preserved as “the Jewel of 
Oxnard.”  In 2000, she was invited to Washington, D.C. to be honored with a national 
environmentalist award. 
 
Hon. Toni Young 
On December 16, 2008, Port Hueneme suffered the loss of Mayor Toni Young at the 
age of 56, just one day before she was to retire from 16 years of service on the City 
Council.  She was an active member of the U.S. Navy during Vietnam, was the first 
woman elected to the Port Hueneme City Council in 1992, and was respected by her 
fellow council members for her “infectious enthusiasm,” and work on transportation, the 
library, regional issues, and with the Oxnard/Port Hueneme Boys and Girls Club, among 
many others. 
 
Hon. Herb Katz 
Herb Katz passed away on January 7, 2009 at age 78.  He was a long-time  
resident of Santa Monica, serving his fifth four-year term on the City Council, 
after five years on the Planning Commission.  He was also deeply involved 
with Santa Monica College and rebuilding of the landmark Santa Monica  
Pier after the winter storms of 1981 and 1983 nearly destroyed it.   
His legacy will be seen all around Santa Monica in the many 
projects that he designed as a practicing architect. 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Committee and Legislative Appointments 
 

Chair 
Education Committee 

 
Member 

Budget Committee 
Judiciary Committee 

Natural Resources Committee 
Budget Subcommittee #1 – Health and Human Services 

Budget Subcommittee #2 – Education Finance 
 

Legislative Liaison, Santa Monica Bay Restoration Commission 

Legislative Participant, Santa Monica Mountains Conservancy 
California Commission on the Status of Women 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

HOW TO REACH ME: 

District Office: 
6355 Topanga Canyon Blvd., Suite 205 

Woodland Hills, CA 91367 
Phones:  (818) 596-4141 . (805) 644-4141 . (310) 395-3414 

Fax:  (818) 596-4150 

Capitol Office: 
State Capitol 

P.O. Box 942849 
Sacramento, CA 94249-0041 

Phone:  (916) 319-2041 
Fax:  (916) 319-2141 

 

democrats.assembly.ca.gov/members/a41/  or  www.assembly.ca.gov 

 


